
March 2023 

Winter Hours:  Monday through Saturday 8:30 –5:30   

Open Sundays star�ng Sunday, March 19th     

The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with nature. To nurture a  

garden is to feed not just on the body, but the soul.   Alfred Aus�n 

In the Garden… 

Magnolias!  It’s the time of the year when the amazing magnolias are 

in bloom.  This is a great time to take a walk at the Humboldt Botani-

cal Gardens.  They have a nice magnolia planting up on the hill.   

Planting Season! 

   March is the beginning of the 
planting season for the North 
Coast of California.  Most hardy 
vegetable can be set out at this 
time: peas, broccoli, cabbage, 
chard, asparagus, rhubarb, arti-
chokes, lettuce and even pota-
toes.   This is also ‘Sweet Pea’ month! 
 

   To get started, amend your garden beds with well 
composted manures (Farmyard Blend or Steer are 
great choices) and peat moss or compost.  This will 
give the soil some nutrients and organic matter to 
lighten it up.  Ideally you should wait until the soil 
has a chance to dry out.  The wetter it is the more 
compacted the soil can become if you walk on it or 
try to dig it up.  A good week of dry weather should 
do it.   Gardner & Bloome has a ‘Starter’ fertilizer 
packed with beneficial mycorrhizae that will get your 
plants off to a great start.  You can add it right at the 
time of planting.   

Magnolia ‘Tinker Belle 

This is a new magnolia for us.  It will grow 10-

15ft tall and 6-8ft wide.  A nice size for a small-

er garden.  The Purple and white blooms are 

stunning in the spring 

Arbor Day Sale 

All Trees 20% OFF 

March 6-11th 

California celebrates Arbor Day on March 7th and the 

National Arbor Day is April 28th ( It may seem over 

done to have two Arbor Day celebrations, but that just 

proves how important trees are to our communities and 

to a healthy Earth.   Trees provide beauty, shade, oxy-

gen, fruit, nuts, flowers, protection and food to wildlife,  

and of upmost importance they slow erosion and runoff.   

Many of us hold dear the memories of the trees we 

climbed, or picked fruit from or even planted in 

memory of someone we lost.   

Magnolia ‘Butterfly’ 

Butterfly is an old timer, but such a 

pretty tree in bloom.  The butter yellow 

blossoms bring cheer on a rainy spring 

day 

Magnolia stellate ‘Pink Stardust’ 

This is a pretty pink star Magnolia.  

They grow to 10ft tall and as wide.  In 

full bloom these magnolias are beauti-

ful.   

Magnolia ‘Cameo 

Cameo hasn’t arrived yet, but we are 

expecting it in a couple of weeks.  It 

grows 12-15ft tall and only 6ft wide.  

Cameo’s spring show is exceptional. 



Growing Potatoes 

Organic seed have just arrived (we are still waiting for the 

conventionally grown ones to come in) and just in time for 

the recommended planting season.  They aren’t really seeds, 

but are regular sized potatoes that are ready to start growing.   

Though the potatoes are here, it would be best to wait until 

we get a dry spell before planting as they can easily rot.  

The shoots 

emerge from the 

eyes of the pota-

to, so you can 

either plant the 

entire potato or 

cut it into pieces.  

Make sure each 

piece has at least 

one eye.  Allow 

the potatoes to form a callus for a day or two before plant-

ing.   A dusting of sulfur will keep them from rotting.  High-

ly recommended with this weather we have been experienc-

ing.  Locate them in full sun and in well drained soil.  

Amend the soil with compost or well rotted manure (not 

chicken)  and a balanced fertilizer such as G&B All Pur-

pose.   

Typically potatoes are planted in a trench that is 6-8 inches 

deep.  Plant your pieces with the “eyes” facing up and then 

cover with a couple of inches of soil.  As the sprouts grow 

to about 8” cover the stems with soil leaving the tops ex-

posed.  This is called “hilling”.   Hilling keeps the develop-

ing potatoes out of the sun, allows more potatoes to form 

along the stem and is said to improve their flavor.  Allow 

them to grow to another 8” and then hill them up one more 

time.   You can harvest new potatoes at anytime by just 

moving back the foliage and hunting for them below the 

ground.  Once 

the plants 

flower and 

have died back 

you can har-

vest the rest.   

 

Growing and Dividing Dahlias 

with Alicia 

Alicia has a Bloom Tide Dahlia  

Farm in  the Dow’s Prairie area of 

McKinleyville.  She will demon-

strate how to divide Dahlias tubers 

and talk about how to grow these 

amazing flowers..   

Date: March 11th at 10:00 a.m. 

Give us a call to sign up.   FREE 

Miller Farms Classes 

Please call or drop in to sign up for our workshops.  If 

there is a workshop fee, we require payment in advance 

to hold your spot.  707-839-1571 x 5 

Spring Pruning 

With Mary 

To prune or not to prune, 

we will answer that ques-

tion.  We are moving into a 

new pruning season.  In this workshop we will demonstrate 

how to prune trees, shrubs and perennials.  We can also an-

swer you pruning questions for fruit, berries... 

Saturday, March 18th at 10:00 a.m.   FREE! 

Strawberry Plan*ng Workshop for Kids with Talina 

Decora�ng and plan�ng a pot of strawberries.  More details 

in the next newsle7er.   

Saturday , April 1st at  11:00 a.m.  FREE! 

Composting With Bernadette Cluett 

Bernadette loves to talk about composting and how easy it is 

to set up a system in your backyard.  She will talk about tradi-

tional composting but also introduce you to Bokashi compost-

ing.  Bokashi is done in an airtight compost bin.   

Saturday, March 25th  at 10:00 a.m.   FREE! 

Miller Farms 60th Anniversary 

This is our 60th year in business as a garden center 

and lawn mower repair shop. 

Every month un*l June we will have a sale on the 

last week of the month.  Sign up on our website to 

get on our email list to get no*fica*ons. 


