May 2022

Happy Mothers Day!
Mama was my greatest teacher, a teacher of compassion, love
and fearlessness. If love is sweet as a ﬂower, then my mother is
that sweet ﬂower of love. Stevie Wonder

Paeonia
Paeonias and moms seem to go hand in hand. The fragrant and
fluffy flowers are gorgeous and quite easy to grow. They love a
cold frosty winter to help set the flower buds and most years we
get that and are rewarded with a beautiful bloom. Even after the
bloom, the plants have beautiful foliage that lasts into the fall.
Here’s a few of the beauties we have in stock:

All Peony’s on Sale 20% Oﬀ

Grow your Veggies...
There is still plenty of
time to plant a vegetable garden. Choose a
spot that receives at
least 6 hours or more
of full sun. The soil
should be well drained and access to water is a must. If you
feel the soil is not well drained or mostly clay, consider
building a raised bed or containers. A combination of topsoil and amendments will make a nice planting mix. At
planting use a good all purpose fertilizer such as G&B or
Biotone organic fertilizers. The vegetables you choose to
plant at this time of year should be able to produce their
crops in the next 120 days. Check the days to maturity on
the plants or seed packets you have chosen. Some plants
such as climbing beans and peas need a trellis for support,
you can use bamboo stakes for the beans and netting for the
peas. Once planted your main chores will be weeding and
watering and then PICKING!! A drip irrigation system is
easy to install, saves water and even time with an automatic
timer. Stop by the nursery an we can help you with your
selections.

Sale ends May 8th

Native Azaleas

Rhododendron occidentale is a beauful na ve azalea that thrives in our coastal climate. You can ﬁnd some gorgeous stands of them at Azalea Park here
in McKinleyville or on Kane Rd near Big
Lagoon. On top of the beau ful pink
ﬂowers the fragrance is amazing.
Grow in full to par al sun here on the
coast and in well drained, humus rich soil.
Once they are established they are
drought tolerant.

May Garden Checklist
We are oﬃcially in the spring plan ng season. Temperatures are
warm enough to plant most ﬂowers and vegetables without protec on. It’s s ll a li.le chilly early in the month for cucumbers,
tomatoes, peppers and squash. Keep some ‘Seed Guard’ cloth on
hand to protect the tender plants.
Even though we have had a bit of rain lately the drought is on all of our minds this year.
Drip irriga on systems put the water right where you need it and actually will save you
money in the long run. Mulches of ﬁne ﬁr bark, shredded bark, compost or wood chips will
also cut back on soil water loss. A 3-4” layer will hold the moisture in the soil for a couple of
months in some soils. Most established trees and shrubs here on the coast can get buy with
no summer watering.
If you need to prune your spring blooming shrubs now is the best
me to that. Most don’t need pruning, but you can dead head the
spent ﬂowers. You can also feed your plan ngs now. Acidic fer lizers for rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias and all purpose fer lizers for the rest of the plants.
If you have any citrus trees in the ground or pots, this is the me to feed them. They need
regular applica ons of fer lizer and iron to keep
healthy and produc ve. Container grown plants
need to be fed more o7en then those in the
ground.
Start thinning developing fruit on your fruit trees.
Thin small stone fruits (apricots and plums) to one
fruit every 2-4 inches. Larger stone fruits (peaches
and nectarines should be thinned to one every 4-5 inches. Apples and pears should be
thinned to one per cluster and then then 6-8 inches apart. Leave the largest fruit out each
cluster.
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