
 

"The shortest day has passed, and whatever nastiness of weather we may look forward to in January and February, 

at least we notice that the days are getting longer.  Minute by minute they lengthen out.  It takes some weeks be-

fore we become aware of the change.  It is imperceptible even as the growth of a child, as you watch it day by 

day, until the moment comes when with a start of delighted surprise we realize that we can stay out of doors in a  

twilight lasting for another quarter of a precious hour."  -  Vita Sackville-West  

 January 2018 

Primroses 

According the American Primrose society there  are 

over 400 different species of Primula including one 

native to the Utah desert.  One of the best plants to 

cheer up the 

winter garden.   

Plant them in 

full to partial sun 

on the coast and 

in well drained 

soil.     

Hellebores 

Hellebores are 

members of the 

buttercup family 

(along with ra-

nunculus and 

columbine).  

They flower in 

the late winter 

and early spring with colors from white, pink 

and purple.  Hellebores are low maintenance, 

but can be slightly attractive to slugs and snails.  

Set out your favorite snail bait.   

Give them well drained soil and full to partial 

shade.   Rose Quartz (see picture above) and 

Amber Gem are a couple of newer varieties we 

carry.  

It’s Pruning Season 

Reasons Why We Prune: 

1. To keep plants at desired size. 

2. To remove all dead, diseased, broken and injured parts. 

3. To develop certain forms or shapes--formal, informal, espalier, etc. 

4. To encourage best growth for flowers and fruits. 

5. To rejuvenate declining plants. 

The Right Tool for the Job 

Hand shears are probably the single most important tool for pruning. They are 

used to cut out branches up to 3/4 inch in diameter. Twisting shears to cut larg-

er branches will strain and weaken them. The anvil type is satisfactory for gen-

eral pruning. The scissors By-Pass is preferred for close-cut precision pruning.  

Loppers are designed to cut branches 3/4 to 1 1/2 inches in diameter.  

Pruning saws are used for branches larger than 1 1/2 inches in diameter. Prun-

ing saws have narrower blades with coarse teeth that are designed to cut on the 

pull stroke.  

Hedge shears  are used for shearing hedges or formally shaped plants. Hedge 

shears are not satisfactory for other pruning purposes.  

Check out the pruning workshops we have scheduled on the next page.  

Give us a call to sign up.  707-839-1571 ext 5 
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Miller Farms Nursery 

P.O. Box 2145 

Mckinleyville CA 95519 

Please call 839-1571 ext #5 to 

reserve your spot in our workshops 

Members of the Humboldt Rose Society will come to our 

store once again for an ac�on packed workshop on the 

proper techniques to prune roses (these guys know what 

they are doing).   They will cover the equipment needed 

as well as demonstrate the pruning techniques.      

                             Saturday January 13th at 10:00 a.m. FREE!     

 This workshop is geared toward homeowners and will 

cover bringing an older fruit tree back into shape as well as 

how to train a newly planted young tree.  We will try and 

discuss all varie�es of frui�ng trees. 

     Saturday, January 20th at 10:00 a.m.  FREE! 

Fruit Tree Pruning              With Mary Barber             

Rose Pruning Time      With the Humboldt Rose Society 

January Workshops 

Fruit Trees…   

The bareroot fruit & orna-

mental trees are already 

showing up.  Within those 

little brown buds holds the 

promise of wonderful 

flowers, colorful leaves 

and tasty fruit.     The 

plants themselves will re-

bound quickly from the 

trauma of being unearthed 

and will make themselves 

at home in your own soil.  

The best preparation you 

can do before you bring 

your new tree home is to 

select the site that has well 

drained soil and at least a 

half a day of sun.  If your 

soil is mostly clay you will 

need to amend it with or-

ganic material  such as 

’G&B Planting Mix’. A 

little  G&B Starter’ ferti-

lizer will ensure it gets off 

to a good start.   

Fruit Trees 

Have a  

Happy New Year! 

Berry Pruning & Care             With Mary Barber             

Living on the North Coast we have a great climate for 

growing many types of berries from blueberries to currants 

and many in between.  We will cover many of the varie�es 

that you could grow here as well as what it takes to be suc-

cessful with them.   

Saturday, January 27th at 10:00 a.m.  FREE! 

The Gra*ing class with Jim Polly will be on Saturday, February 3rd.    

More informa/on in the February Newsle1er.   


