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"The wild gander leads his flock 
through the cool night, 

Ya-honk!  he says, and sounds it down 
to me like an invitation: 

The pert may suppose it meaningless, 
but I listen closer, 

I find its purpose and place up there 

toward the November sky." 
-   Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass, 1855 

Paperwhites 

Paperwhite season is upon us.  These 

wonderfully fragrant flowers are easy to 

grow from bulbs planted in vases of 

rocks or marbles.  You can start them 

now and they will bloom in 4-6 weeks.  

Planting a batch every couple of weeks 

will give you a long bloom season.  Be-

cause they can get tall, choose a deep 

vase to help hold them upright.  You 

need at least 3 inches of gravel or mar-

bles to hold the base of the bulbs above 

the water level.   A thin layer of charcoal in between a couple of 

layers of rocks will keep the water from going “bad”.  How many 

bulbs you choose depends on the size of vase.  They should not be 

touching.  Place them in a dark cupboard until you see the roots 

beginning to fill in and the tops start to grow.  Move to a brightly lit 

(and if possible, cool room).  Once they are finished blooming they 

can’t be forced again.  You could try to plant them outside though, 

paperwhites are not the hardiest of bulbs.   

Indoor Herbs 

It’s always hard to plunk down the dollars to buy fresh herbs in the 

grocery store.  Most herbs are easy to grow outside, but many can 

be grown indoors as well.  If you have a sunny window (at least 6 

hours) try growing parsley, thyme, rosemary, 

basil, sage, and even chives.   Don’t over water! 

 

Brighten up your fall containers with 

pansies, violas, dianthus, ornamental 

cabbage and kale, chrysanthemums, 

primroses, and cyclamen. 

Pre-Sale on Bareroot Fruit & Berries 

We have a great selec#on of apples, plums 

and more on order for the 2018 season.  

The catalog is up and ready to view on our 

website.  Receive 20% off your bareroot 

order if you pay before  November 18th. 

Farmer Mac’s Garden Wisdom 

November is a great #me to get your garden ready for the winter 

months and to ease the burden once spring arrives.   

To Prune or Not to Prune: Many deciduous perennials have some 

beauty and wildlife a.rac#on to offer in the fall.  Flower heads 

going to seed provide food for birds as well as providing some tex-

ture and winter interest.   Tender perennials such as many Salvias, 

Fuchsias and Geraniums can be trimmed back a bit, but leave most 

of the foliage intact to protect the core from winter frosts.  Grasses 

also provide some winter 

interest even in a dormant 

state so let them go un#l 

February.   

Spring blooming shrubs 

should not be pruned at this 

#me as it will remove the 

flower buds for the upcom-

ing season.  There is an ex-

cep#on to this rule and that is to help rejuvenate an older plant.  

This is goes for azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, forsythia,  

spring blooming viburnums and spiraeas, lilacs, kerria, magnolias 

and hydrangeas.  Hydrangeas can have their flowers removed near 

the top of the stem without losing next years flowers.   

Hardier shrubs that bloom on new wood such as roses, buddlaeas, 

summer blooming spiraeas, and Pee Gee Hydrangeas can be 

pruned during the late fall and winter months.   

Mulch!  First weed your beds and then mulch.  Mulches keep the 

soil from compac#ng and acts like a spring board when rain drops 

land.  Micro-Bark is a fine textured mulch that looks great and will 

help prevent spring weed growth.   

Divide: Many perennials can be divided at this #me of year.  Beard-

ed Iris, daffodils, daylilies, asters, coreopsis, hostas, poppies and 

anemones.    



Miller Farms Nursery 

P.O. Box 2145 

Mckinleyville CA 95519 

Please call 839-1571 ext #5 to reserve 

your spot in our workshops space is limited  Day 

Light  

Savings Sale 

November 3-11th 

20% OFF 

Fall Bulbs 

Bird Suet 

Door Mats 

All Six Pack &  

4” Perennials 

Workshops 

Christmas Wreaths 
       Join us for a fun class on Christmas wreath mak-

ing.  In this hands-on workshop you will learn how to 

make your own wreath using conifer greens and foli-

age collected from the garden.  BYOC (bring your own 

clippers and a pair of gloves and/or band aids). 

You can also bring berries and interes#ng foliage from your garden.  We will have a nice 

selec#on of wreath making materials.    

Workshop Fee:  includes materials: $25.00   

Must Pre-pay and sign up to reserve your spot 

 Saturday, Nov. 25th at 10:30 or 

Saturday, Dec. 2nd at 10:30 

  In this workshop we will be talking about how to prune,  the 

different pruning tools, sharpening and techniques on how to 

prune.  We can answer specific pruning ques#ons as well.   

Saturday, November 11 at 10:30 a.m.   FREE! 

To Prune or not to Prune with Mary 

Happpye thanksgiving 

Saturday, November 25, 2017 is Small Business Saturday® – a day 

to celebrate and support small businesses and all they do for their 

communi#es. Please support your local small business by shopping 

whenever possible and especially on November 25th.   

Mac Money! 

Through November 22nd, you 

will receive one dollar in Mac 

Money for every $10 you spend 

(no more then 5 per transac#on 

and person per day).  They are 

worth $1.00 when matched with 

ONE US Dollar for a savings of 

up to 50% on the purchase of 

Christmas GiH Merchandise.    


