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The Honorable Exbury Azalea 

One day soon you 

will be driving around 

the local neighbor-

hoods and suddenly 

this bright colored 

flowering shrub will 

catch your eye.  

You’ll stop your car 

and turn around to take another look.  More then likely it’s 

going to be a colorful Exbury Azalea.  They are eye-catching 

and spectacular in full bloom.  You just can’t find the bright 

yellows, reds and orang-

es in other spring 

blooming shrubs.   

These azaleas thrive in 

our coastal environ-

ment, but can also be 

grown inland with some 

afternoon shade.   

Plant in well drained 

and acidic soil.  Plan to give them some space as most can 

grow up to 6ft tall and wide.  

"I think that no ma�er how old or infirm I may become, I will 

always plant a large garden in 

the spring.  Who can resist the 

feelings of hope and joy that one 

gets from par�cipa�ng in na-

ture's rebirth?" Edward Giobbi  

April 15th to the 23rd There are many 

wonderful California Native Plants that 

you can include in your landscape.  One 

of the prettiest is the Pink Flowering 

Currant (Ribes sanguineum).  A beauti-

ful spring flowering shrub that is prized by bumble bees and 

hummingbirds.  They start blooming in January and are still in 

bloom in April.   

   The deep blue flowers of Ceanothus Dark Star are spectacu-

lar right now.  It’s a sturdy drought tolerant shrub and also 

loved by bees.  Having them blooming near your orchard will 

encourage native to bees to swing in.   Other noteworthy na-

tives for the landscape: Bearberry Manzanita, Twinberry, 

bleeding hearts, Coast Silk Tassel, Ninebark, Red Elderberry, 

and Pacific Coast Iris. 

Strategies to Control  

Slugs and Snails 

The soil is prepared and the fresh, tender 

young plants are poised to be planted when suddenly, you no-

tice a snail peeking over a dirt clod eyeing the tender greens in 

your hand.  You can dispose of that one critter but soon more 

will find their way to the tasty smorgasbord you will be set-

ting out just for them.  Here are some safe deterrents to help 

protect your plants. 

1) Hand picking especially in the evening or early morning 

hours will greatly reduce the numbers.   

2) Set out lures in the evening (orange peels, cabbage or 

le�uce leaves) then check them in the morning.  You 

know what to do if they are present. 

3) Beer or yeast (dissolved in water) in yogurt tubs will draw 

them in to their fragrant depths and drown them. Iron 

Phosphate baits such as Sluggo or Worry Free really help 

reduce the popula�on.  Safe around children and pets. 

 

Dirt MD is a new secret ingredient that helps 

improve the uptake of fer�lizers by your plants.  

Mix it in with your foliar spray or even compost 

teas and you will see improvement in foliage 

color and growth.  Stop by the nursery on May 

6th at 10:30 and learn more about this product.   



Miller Farms Nursery 

P.O. Box 2145 

Mckinleyville CA 95519 

HAVE  A  HAPPY  

EASTER  

Please call 839-1571 ext #5 to 

reserve your spot in our workshops 

Bernade�e is a Humboldt Master Gardener 

who has been gardening on the North Coast 

for over 20 years.  Straw bale gardening is a 

simple way to grow vegetables in a small 

amount of space.  Learn how to get these gar-

dens started in �me for this springs plan�ng.   

.    Saturday, April 8th at 1:30 a.m.  FREE! 

Miller Farms Easter 

Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 15th 

10:00 a.m. 

FREE! 

We offer two 

hunts at the 

same �me, 

one for ages 

2-5 and in a separate area 

ages 6-12.  Bring your East-

er baskets.  There will be 

over 1700 eggs with candy 

inside this year.  We will 

also be hiding 6 dozen 

golden eggs (only one per 

child) for each group for an 

extra prize. 

We are excited that the 

Easter Bunny will be here 

and will be “hoppy” to 

take part in photo ops.   

April Workshops 

Strawbale Gardening With Master Gardener Bernadette Clueitt                

Humboldt Bee Keepers 
The Humboldt Bee Keepers will be giving a talk on 

local bee keeping as well as what you can do to en-

courage honeybees in your garden.   They will also 

be bringing their mobile bee hive so you can see 

the bees in ac�on.   

Saturday, April 22nd at 10:30 a.m.  FREE! 

Hanging Baskets   With Georgia O’Barr 

Create your own hanging basket garden in this 

hands on workshop.   We will provide the materi-

als and plants and instruc�on.   

Class Fee: $30.00 

Saturday, April 29th at 11:00 a.m.  FREE! 


